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In summary:

UP TO 1,100 
NEW HOUSES

10 YEARS 
APPROXIMATE PRODUCTION POTENTIAL

Tamworth like any other area of the 
UK is under pressure to build more 
houses and we were delighted when 
we were able to work with Redrow on 
this development. We are trying to 
create communities, especially ones like 
Amington Garden Village, where people 
will aspire to live. Hopefully that will be 
the case in 50 years’ time as it develops 
into a vibrant neighbourhood.

Cllr Steven Claymore 
Portfolio holder for regeneration 
for Tamworth Borough Council 

25HA
OF LAND RETAINED AND ENHANCED 
AS PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

£30M
COMMUNITY INVESTMENT
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Up to 1,100 new 
homes

Local centre

£30 million 
community investment 

including...

£2 million 
contribution for 

on-site open space, 
nature reserve and 

community woodland

Potential for around 10 
years of production

£5.7 million 
for a new 420 place 

primary school

Provision of 200-plus 
affordable homes to 
meet local housing 

needs at a cost of over 
£18 million

25 hectares of 
land retained and 

enhanced as public 
open space

£3.49 million 
for secondary school 
educational facilities

£500,000 
for improved provision 

of artificial sports 
pitches across the 

borough

Development factfile
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The flagship Amington Garden Village scheme is a prime example of Redrow’s ability to 
deliver high quality homes quickly to help address the housing shortage. 

‘Home Truths 2014: West Midlands’ highlighted that house building was failing to keep pace 
with population growth. The National Housing Federation report warned that less than half of 
the homes needed to accommodate new households forming in the region were being built.

Working in close cooperation with Tamworth Borough Council, it took less than six months 
for Redrow’s plans for the first phase of the new community to be drawn up and approved. 
Redevelopment of the 60 hectare, former golf course site was a complex undertaking. The 
1,100 home scheme has potential for up to a decade of production. By dividing the scheme 
into phases it has enabled good progress to be made and, as of summer 2018, the project 
was running to programme.

Mark Marsh, technical director for Redrow Homes (Midlands), said: “The council had a 
shortfall in the number of homes it needed to provide and were looking for a developer who 
could deliver high quality homes quickly. As we are local to Tamworth and already had a 
good working relationship with them, they recognised our ability to be able to deliver at the 
soonest possible opportunity.”

Parr for the course
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Tamworth Borough Council took 
over Amington Golf Course in 
2013, after its private operators 
went into liquidation. To make it 
commercially viable the course 
required investment of at least 
£2.3 million. But with councils 
generally facing reductions 
of more than 40 percent in 
government funding, Tamworth 
borough Council couldn’t justify 
subsidising the course over other 
essential services. 

The council identified and 
explored 12 options for the 
lossmaking course before 
announcing it would close. Part 
of the site would be sold to 
provide much needed housing, 
with the remainder presenting an 
opportunity to create high quality, 
accessible parkland.  

It was determined at an early 
stage that a masterplan should 
be produced for the site to act as 
a guide to any developer wishing 
to build. The masterplan was 
incorporated into the adopted 
local plan. The council prepared 
and submitted an outline 
planning application which had a 
committee resolution of approval 
to give developers greater 
certainty and mitigate risk.

Teeing off redevelopment

I am delighted that Tamworth Borough 
Council has been able to agree the 
sale of the former golf course site with 
local home building company Redrow.  
The development of this prestigious 
site will not only play a major part in 
meeting the growing housing need in 
Tamworth but also provide jobs and 
will boost the local and wider West 
Midlands economy.

“The sale of the land will also allow 
Tamworth Borough Council to 
safeguard vital services for the people 
of Tamworth in the longer term.

The Borough Council, through the 
Local Plan process identified a need 
for at least 4,425 dwellings between 
2006 and 2031 at an average of 
177 units per annum. At least 2,358 
dwellings will be provided within three 
sustainable urban extensions, the 
former golf course being one of them. 
The remainder will be provided within 
or adjacent to the existing urban area 
taking the opportunity to maximise 
the effective use of brownfield land in 
sustainable locations.  

“The former golf course forms an urban 
extension in the east of Tamworth and 
will provide around 1,100 new homes 
and associated infrastructure.

Cllr Steve 
Claymore 
Cabinet 
Member for 
Economy & 
Education

John Gunn 
Development 
Manager
Tamworth 
Borough 
Council
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Timeline

1884  
Ordinance Survey shows the site as agricultural land with 
Amington Colliery in the centre and brick and tile works 
in the northwest 

2006   
Private firm took over operating the golf course

September 2013    
Tamworth Borough Council announced 12 options for 
the future of the site

October 2014    
Amington Municipal Golf Course closed. Blueprint for the 
redevelopment of the site unveiled.. 

January / February 2016     
Outline consent secured. Contracts exchanged 
between Redrow and Tamworth Borough Council

June 2016      
Design Code finalised

September 2016       
Work started on site and reserved matters application 
submitted for 254 units in phase two

April 2017      
Sales launch of the Amington Fairway phase

February 2018     
Reserved matters application for 252 units in phase three 
submitted

Late 2018    
Reserved maters application for the final phase due to be 
submitted

1970s
Amington Golf Course opened

February 2013  
Firm behind the golf course operation went into liquidation and 

Tamworth Borough Council took over managing the course

 January 2014   
Closure of the course announced 

 February 2015 
Outline plans for up to 1,100 homes submitted by Tamworth 

Borough Council

 April 2016
Reserved matters application submitted for the first 

phase of 218 units 

 July 2016 
Reserved matters approval received for the first phase 

of 218 units

 November 2016 
Reserved matters approval for 254 units in phase two

 Summer 2017 
Show homes officially opened on the Amington 

Fairway phase

 June 2018 
Reserved matters application for 252 units in phase 

three approved
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Plans from the late 19th century 
show the site as agricultural land 
with Amington Colliery in the centre 
and a brick and tile works in the 
northwest. 

A colliery railway passed north 
through the site connecting the 
colliery to the main railway beyond 
the Coventry Canal, which formed 
the northern site boundary. 

By 1903 the brick and tile works was 
disused, but the colliery continued 
to operate and spoil tips within the 
site expanded until the 1950s. 

Amington Golf Course opened in 
the 1970s and by the late 1980s 
the clubhouse had opened on the 
former colliery/ spoil tip.

History
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For example, the former golf course was 
permeable to rainwater and allowed passage 
of water via natural watercourses to suitable 
outfalls without adversely affecting the delicate 
balance of the ecology. The challenge for 
Redrow and the local planning authority was to 
preserve this delicate balance while creating 
an exciting new development. The introduction 
of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) 
resulted in a significant number of water features 
within the development, which use the natural 
contours of the land to create an interesting 
living environment. 

The influence of natural and manmade constraints 
combined to make a mosaic of land uses across 
the site, and dictated the overall area that could 
be built upon.

The masterplan was influenced by a range of 
factors including:

•  The topography of the site with an undulating 
landscape, including manmade mounds 
introduced to challenge golfers

•  The natural environment including trees and 
protected species

•  Industrial legacy from the former coal mining 
use of the site

•  Underground oil pipeline and overhead high 
voltage power line

Redrow has divided the scheme into distinct 
character areas, each of which has its own 
architectural code which includes a range of 
buildings sizes, heights and density. These 
character areas have been chosen to reflect 
their position within the site, respecting ecology, 
sensitive boundaries and strategic nodal points.

The site’s previous uses, both as a golf course and historically,  presented a number of complex 
challenges. Redrow worked with the planning authority to address those issues and progress 
with the redevelopment.

Masterplan
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While the overall scheme has potential for a 
decade of production, it was imperative that 
plans were drawn up quickly. The Redrow 
team used its experience and knowledge 
to navigate effectively through the planning 
process, working closely with Tamworth 
Borough Council.

Work to prepare the land for new homes 
started in September 2016 and the sales 
centre at the Amington Fairway phase 
opened in April 2017. In June that year, 
Tamworth Borough Council Chief Executive 
Tony Goodwin and Cllr Steve Claymore 
joined Graham Micklewright, Managing 
Director of Redrow Homes (Midlands) and 
VIP guests at the official opening of the 
show homes (pictured above). 

As of summer 2018, plans for 750 homes 
across three phases have been approved. 
A planning application for the fourth and 
final phase is due to be submitted in late 
2018.

Against the clock

One of the biggest constraints 
was timescale. For example, 
we had to have a licence to 
relocate great crested newts 
and, if we hadn’t made the 
July planning committee, we 
would have been outside of 
the hibernation period and 
would have lost six months’ 
production time. We worked 
very closely with the local 
authority to keep to those time 
parameters.

“The reason we have been 
able to progress so quickly is 
the close working relationship 
with Tamworth Borough 
Council, who appointed a 
dedicated officer to oversee 
the site. It shows how a 
local authority and a private 
company can work together to 
deliver what both parties, and 
the wider community needs.

Mark Marsh 
Technical 
Director 
Redrow Homes 
(Midlands), 
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Amington Garden Village reflects Redrow’s commitment to put the natural environment at the 
heart of its developments as part of its ethos of creating thriving communities. The company 
has pledged to invest £2 million for on-site open space, a nature reserve and a community 
woodland.

A landscape strategy was drawn up to outline how 25 hectares of land would be retained 
and enhanced as public open space for recreational use by the wider community.
The design aims to retain existing good quality trees and hedgerows and will be enhanced 
by the addition of new trees, shrubs, hedgerows and wetland planting. 

Key features of the landscape areas within the development are:

• Nature reserve at the north of the site
• Community Woodland
• Amenity open spaces
• Semi-natural open spaces
• Play areas

Sustainable drainage features throughout the site will control water run-off and provide storm 
water treatment. Attenuation features will be incorporated into open spaces in the form of 
swales and ponds and will be design led to provide ecological diversity. 

The area at the northern end of the site will be retained as a green space, expanding Hodge 
Lane Local Nature Reserve to the west. The space will act as a habitat corridor connecting 
existing habitats to the east and west.

The Nature Reserve will include a wildlife pond to the west and several linking attenuation 
ponds. To the east and west the wildlife pond will act as a one of the receptor sites for great 
crested newts.

A new Community Woodland will be created in the south west of the site of approximately 
7.5 hectares. Footways and cycle ways will lead through the woodland which may include 
glades and viewpoints on the higher bunds. There will also be a community orchard and an 
equipped play area.

Natural environment
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Amington Garden Village is a prime example of Redrow’s 
placemaking principles in action, creating sustainable 
developments which are great places to live.

Community

£30 million 
community investment 

including...

£2 million 
contribution for 

on-site open space, 
nature reserve and 

community woodland

£5.7 million 
for a new 420 place 

primary school

Provision of 200-plus 
affordable homes to 
meet local housing 

needs at a cost of over 
£18 million

£3.49 million 
for secondary school 
educational facilities

£500,000 
for improved provision 

of artificial sports 
pitches across the 

borough

The scale of the scheme meant 
that the impact of the development 
extended well beyond the 
confines of the site and required 
infrastructure to support the 
development. Key infrastructure 
included the need for a new 
primary school on the site, and a 
contribution towards secondary 
school education in the area. 
Management of traffic to the site, 
and links to the existing footpath 
and cycleways in the locality, also 
presented a challenge. Further 
challenges lie ahead with the 
building of a local centre providing 
key services to new residents 
and the delivery of a community 
woodland.

John Gunn 
Development Manager
Tamworth Borough Council

Working closely with local communities, Redrow creates 
attractive neighbourhoods with facilities and spaces 
that enable healthier lifestyles and a strong sense of  
community spirit.
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As with a neighbourhood developed gradually over time, Amington Garden Village offers 
everything from two-bedroom properties to substantial five-bedroom family homes. The 
result is a community which is home to first time buyers, families and rightsizers and, right 
from the outset, when the first has the sense of place of an established neighbourhood. 

Homes are currently being sold across three phases: Amington Fairway, Amington Green 
and Amington Links. There are nine show homes to inspire buyers and, just a year after the 
official launch, 67 properties had been sold across Amington Garden Village, with 41 of them 
occupied.

Lasting legacy

The former golf course site is a key part 
of the borough’s housing strategy, helping 
us to meet the objectively assessed need 
for housing of the right type in the right 
place. It helps ensure that we deliver our 
requirements for a five year supply. The 
development is a good example of the need 
to bring forward a multi-disciplinary team, 
considering a wide variety of sometimes 
conflicting issues. It has helped identify 
positive outcomes that are required for the 
community, balancing the needs of existing 
and future residents, infrastructure needs, 
and the natural and built environment. 
It also recognises the importance of 
communication between all parties, and 
the value of early engagement, to avoid 
misconceptions about what is proposed.

John Gunn 
Development Manager 
Tamworth Borough Council

Tamworth, like any other area of the UK, is 
under pressure to build more houses and 
we were delighted when we were able to 
work with Redrow on this development. 
We wanted someone who could deliver a 
development that’s one of the best in the 
West Midlands and it looks like it’s going 
to be the case. We are trying to create 
communities, especially ones like Amington 
Garden Village where people will aspire 
to live. Hopefully that will be the case in 
50 years’ time as it develops into a vibrant 
neighbourhood.

Cllr Steve Claymore 
Cabinet Member for 
Portfolio Holder for Regeneration Tamworth 
Borough Council
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